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A Pastor’s Passing Thoughts 
 

If it is a chronic scaly infection on the skin. The priest shall declare the person unclean without 

quarantine, since the individual is certainly unclean.” ~ Leviticus 13: 11  

What strange times we find ourselves in! Not once, during my six years of seminary, did we 

explore the role of the pastor during a pandemic. I spent six months in a hospital setting discovering the 

challenges and skills necessary for ministering to those who were ill and dying. I studied a variety of 

Bible books along with taking survey courses in Old Testament and New Testament scripture. I 

enjoyed courses exploring prayer and meditation and music in ministry. There were psychology 

courses, ethics courses, preaching courses, stewardship courses. Then there was a year of student 

pastoring under two supervisors. The only formal education available for leading a congregation 

through a crisis like the one we find ourselves in the midst of spoke to the role of the pastor as a 

shepherd; one who leads the flock compassionately and keeps them safe.  

 

It struck me this past week, that, in the early years of Judaism, the priests were responsible for 

the public health of the community. All instruction is found in our Old Testament literature (Check out 

Leviticus 13: 1 - 59!) One had to appear before the priests to be “okayed” to return to the community. 

Remember the lepers that Jesus healed? Before they could resume community life and/or worship, they 

had to be declared safe or clean by the priests. The priests declared standards for keeping kosher, or 

eating food that was clean and pure. They established and enforced protocols for cleansing, etc. Lord 

knows, if I had bargained for all that responsibility, I would have gone to medical school and sought 

out a much higher pay scale. 

 

For those church leaders throughout the country who declare that God will protect folks from 

COVID and, therefore, not wearing a mask to worship is a sign of a lack of faith - I disagree. Why did 

God give the early Israelite priests such explicit instructions for keeping the people safe and healthy if 

God did not want people to use wise advice? For those who declare we should just let the virus run its 

course and move on with those left as an acceptance of “survival of the fittest”, I respond, “It is not 

God’s desire that ANY should perish”. Jonah reveals to us that God would rather warn the people of 

their missteps than let 12,000 children along with any and all animals affected die in their ignorance. 

 

Continued on page 6 
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

2-Oct Phyllis Gaul 
2-Oct Jeager Rose 
12-Oct Richard Burns 
16-Oct Michael Adams 
16-Oct Susan Hanson 
17-Oct Debra Arnold 
19-Oct Ralph Harvey 
24-Oct Mary Brann 
27-Oct Percy King 

 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN OF 

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 

CHURCH OF SEARPORT, MAINE 
TO BE HELD ON OCTOBER 25 IN 
CURTIS HALL FOLLOWING THE 
REGULAR CHURCH SERVICE. 

 

 
IMPORTANT DATES, DEADLINES AND 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE ANNUAL 
MEETING 
By Nancy Hamilton, Church Clerk 
 

As we all know, COVID has changed many 

things in our lives. The Church Council met 

September 20 to discuss how to address our 

church’s required Annual Meeting in this 

unique time. Our by-laws require an Annual 

Meeting sometime in the last two weeks of 

October, and postponing the meeting is not an 

option, because the most important item of 

business is the adoption of the 2020-2021 

budget. Without the adoption of a budget, staff 

cannot be compensated, bills cannot be paid, 

and the church as an organization cannot 

function.  

 

It was decided that the meeting would be held 

in Curtis Hall, with attendees (masked) seated 

six feet apart. Although the room can 

accommodate a few more than the 25 members 

required for the meeting, the Council 

recognized that some members will not feel safe 

attending. Therefore, the group voted 

unanimously to provide an opportunity for 

those not attending in person to vote by proxy.  

 

The process will work as described below. 

Please make note of the following dates and 

deadlines: 

 

• October 1 – Annual reports from all 

committees/groups are due to the Clerk. 

• October 11 – Annual Reports and 

proxies, along with a cover letter with 

full instructions, will be distributed 

electronically to those having email. 

Anyone who does not have email will 

have the report and proxy delivered via 

mail or hand-delivered. Anyone with 

questions can contact the appropriate 

person prior to the meeting. For 

questions about a committee report, you 

can contact the committee chair. For 

budget questions, contact Dan Nichols.  

• October 21 – Deadline for those who do 

not plan to attend to return proxies to the 

Clerk. If you are not sure you will attend, 

you may submit the proxy, then retrieve 

it if you decide to attend in person.  

• October 25 – The Annual Meeting will 

be held after the car church service 

(about 10:45). Anyone attending MUST 

wear a mask and be in good health, with 

no symptoms of illness. Attendees will 

sit six feet apart. The meeting should be 

brief, since most questions should have 

been addressed prior to the meeting, and 

the only items to be voted will be the 

acceptance of the report of the 

Nominating Committee, the acceptance 

of all other committee and board reports, 

and the acceptance of the 2020-2021 

budget.   
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AN OPPORTUNITY TO HELP 
By Nancy Hamilton, Mission Committee Chair 
 

At our Mission Committee meeting on 

September 10, we decided to focus on needs in 

the immediate Searsport community. (See 

separate article elsewhere in this issue.) 

 

However, we agreed that it was important as 

Christians to respond to disasters around our 

country and around the world. The NACCC 

website provides information, reprinted here, on 

one way to help.  

 

One Great Hour of Sharing - 2020 

Natural Disasters 

  

August 27, 2020 - This is an 

unprecedented time in our country. 

From the California wildfires to the 

derecho that devastated Iowa to the 

tropical storm/hurricane season 

already upon us, these natural disasters 

have affected hundreds of thousands of 

our fellow citizens and continue to 

threaten many others. The Mission and 

Outreach Ministry Council (MOMC) of 

the National Association of 

Congregational Christian Churches is 

making an appeal for funds to replenish 

“One Great Hour of Sharing” financial 

resources. Rather than focusing on just 

one of these natural disasters, the 

appeal is for general funding with 

MOMC making the decision on where 

to allocate the donations among these 

three disasters and what may happen in 

the next several weeks. 

 

You may donate online by going to 

https://www.naccc.org/now-trending.html or 

send a donation via check. Please include a note 

with your check indicating that the funds are 

intended for “2020 Natural Disasters”. Send 

donations to: NACCC-OGHS, PO Box 288, 

Oak Creek, WI 53154 

A KINDNESS THANK-YOU 
By Jane Snowdale 
 

It has certainly been uncertain times for all of 

us, and with uncertainty comes change.  As you 

all know one of the keystone programs of the 

Missions Committee has been the Kindness 

Programs, -- feeding children when they are not 

in school and our Senior Program which 

provide home cooked meals for our Elderly and 

Shut In community. 

 

During this pandemic, our Programs grew faster 

than we could ever have imagined; serving over 

175 students and providing 300 meals per week 

for our elderly. This kind of growth, fast and 

unexpected, tested our resolve to support our 

community even in the most trying of times.  

With growth comes more work and more 

responsibility – trying to find new and better 

ways to address the needs of our community, 

and that takes not just time and commitment, 

but money.  We were fortunate to have not just 

the support of all of you, but support from the 

general public, through our Telethon and take 

out dinners and a generous grant from United 

Way.  We realized the growing pains of the 

Programs, and formulated a plan to keep us on 

track.   

 

As I reported in the last Landmark, The 

Kindness Programs applied for a 501c3, and are 

awaiting final paperwork.  This designation will 

allow us to continue to grow and raise funds 

through grant monies that are otherwise 

unavailable.  We will continue to be housed at 

the Church, but will now be a financially 

independent organization.  

 

I have taken the position of President of the 

Kindness Programs, and officially resigned as 

the Chair of the Missions Committee, and 

Nancy Hamilton is the new Chair.   I hope that 

you will be supportive of her and the programs 

she will administer. 

Continued on next page 

https://www.naccc.org/now-trending.html
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Continued from previous page 

 

It has been a privilege to Chair this committee, 

and I look forward to the new and important 

programs that the Missions Committee will 

supporting. 

Thank you, 

Jayne 

 
Transitions are almost always signs of growth but 

they can bring feelings of loss. To get somewhere 

new, we may have to leave somewhere else behind.” 

Fred Rogers 

 
TRUSTEES UPDATE 
By Jim Rose, Chair 
 

Your trustees have been meeting every month 

and even with distancing and masks it HAS 

been nice to be together. 

 

I would like to report at this time that one of the 

furnaces which heat the Sanctuary had to be 

replaced and that has been accomplished.  The 

Trustees sponsored two take out Fish Chowder 

and Lobster Fish Chowder suppers to pay down 

our loan on the Hamilton Wing by about $3500.  

 

We also discussed possible scenarios for the 

upcoming Annual Meeting to recommend to the 

Church Council. The outcome of that decision 

can be found in another section of the 

Landmark. Please read it so you will be aware 

of your options, as members, of how you may 

vote on the nominations and the 2020/21 

budget, among other things. This is a hard time 

and we wanted to offer more than one way to 

have a meeting fulfil our obligation under our 

bylaws.  We are all hoping to back in the 

Sanctuary for what we think of as "normal" 

services but keeping our members and friends 

of the church safe is what we must consider 

first. 

 

Please feel free to call me about 

anything....church related or not. I'm a good 

listener and here for you. 

 

God Bless and keep you! 

 

DIRECT FROM THE DEACONS  
By Dorothy Alling, Deacon of the Month 

 

Fall and the cooler weather greetings to you all! 

It’s warm inside our hearts as we attend Drive-

In Church Services. Strange how God works 

and guides us in all of our endeavors. This 

reminds me of a time when I was a little girl 

and our church would have drive-in church 

service on Sundays during the summer at the 

Drive-In movie theater! How creative! It brings 

a smile to my face these Sunday mornings 

 

The Deacons are still meeting, albeit in Curtis 

Hall, with safe distancing and wearing our 

masks.  We are keeping everyone safe and still 

manage to help our members through prayers, 

telephone calls or cards and other ways.  We 

continue to support our church community far 

and near and support Pastor Deb in her Ministry 

to all. And as many of our members as possible, 

we all support our “Take Out” Church Suppers!  

They have been a rousing success. We wish to 

send many thanks to our Mission members and 

to our Cooks for the Kindness Program. Thanks 

to our Music Director Carolyn Maunz and Rev. 

Deb as Sunday service carries on for our 

“church family.” And we especially wish to 

thank the kind members of the Trustees who 

help lineup our cars, and take the offertory each 

Sunday.  

 

If you know anyone who needs help of any 

kind, please call Pastor Deb or our Chair of 

Deacons Mary Alden, or any other Deacon. We 

will try to help in any way we can in this era of 

Covid-19. People have been very creative!  

 

Continued on next page 
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Continued from previous page 

 

If you wish to support the Deacons Fund, please 

contact Mary Alden and we can send some 

envelopes out to you. We will explore an option 

to have them provided at Drive-In Service, if 

needed. 

 

Have a Blessed Month, stay warm and stay 

safe! 

 

MUSIC NOTES 
By Carolyn Maunz, Music Minister 
 

Our music program is severely limited at this 

time, due to the virus. Singing is a super 

spreader, and wind instruments are great 

spreaders as well. Many schools have curtailed 

their music programs, so they can keep students 

safe. We are doing the same for our choir 

members, children, and Bell Choir here at 

church. 

 

I must say, that recording music in an empty 

church, or playing the Allen Room piano for 

Car Church, is not the same for me.  I have 

always enjoyed hearing you all sing the hymns, 

and could tell which were your favorites by the 

volume and effort you put in. I always enjoyed 

hearing from you if there was a favorite song 

you would like to hear, or if something we sang 

or played touched you. In general, I miss seeing 

you and our communication. 

 

And I miss our lively choir rehearsals, the 

children after church and our new Bell Group. 

Planning for Sundays, I read the scriptures for 

the week, communicate with Pastor Deb, and 

move forward with the music that seems to fit 

the themes. However, if you have a favorite 

song you would like to hear, let me know; my 

email is clmaunz@icloud.com. For the most 

part, we can fit your favorites into the gathering 

music or the service, and I can find most 

selections on the internet these days. 

I invite you all to “Keep a Song in Your Heart”, 

as Lawrence Welk used to say, and let it out 

once in a while! We will be singing together 

again one day. 

 
2020 DITTY BAG MISSION: SHIPS IN 
HARBOR HAVE CREWS AS WELL AS 
CARGO 
By Dorothy Alling 
 

One of our Congregation’s favorite mission 

projects, the Ditty Bag Mission begins early this 

year. With the Covid-19 epidemic here in the 

US and our church temporarily closed, we will 

be doing the gathering of supplies differently.  

There will be a basket in the hallway in front of 

the glass doors leading to the Memorial Garden 

outside to place your donated new items. If you 

have any questions, please do not hesitate to 

call Dorothy at 548-2425. If you are unable to 

shop yourself, Dorothy will shop for those who 

are homebound.   

 

Please bring your items in for only the month of 

October. Bring them in on Mondays between 

the hours of 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM.   

 

For our new members, the Seafarers Friends 

Mission supports the ships and barges that come 

into Searsport Harbor. There’re more than steel 

ships coming and going with the tide. On these 

ships are the forgotten people: seafarers. They 

are working on deck while the ships are being 

towed in by a tugboat, but they are mostly 

invisible. They bring us the gasoline, diesel 

fuel, heating oil, road salt and even the 

newsprint on which these words are printed. As 

much as 90 percent of our imported goods 

arrive by ship. On those ships are wonderful 

crew members: mothers and fathers who 

silently toil in frigid and warm temperatures in 

our port. They work for their families at home, 

and for us, too. 

 

Continued on next page 
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Wayne Hamilton sends these full Ditty Bags 

down to his store in Portland where the 

ministers and volunteers from the Seafarer’s 

Friend pick them up and deliver these 

Christmas Ditty Bag presents aboard the ships. 

These ships go from Boston, Portsmouth, 

Portland, Searsport, Nova Scotia and St. Johns 

in Newfoundland. Please let me know as soon 

as possible what you wish to bring so I can 

adjust the quantities/items on the list. You need 

not bring all 20 items!  Please help with what 

you can share. 

 

ITEMS NEEDED FOR THE SEAFARERS 

FRIEND PROJECT MONTH OF OCTOBER  
  

20 Deodorants 

20 Pairs white Tube socks 

20 Lip gloss balms 

20 Hand &/or face lotion 

20 Packets Men’s shavers 

20 Small Cans Shaving Cream  

20 Dental Floss 

20 Decks playing cards 

20 Pocket Calendars 

20 Purse size Kleenex tissues 

20 Toothpaste 

20 Combs 

20 Pens  

20 Bars Soap 

20 Boxes band aids/first aid kits 

20 Small Pads notepaper 

  

ITEMS WE ALREADY HAVE DONATED! 

  

20 Bottles of Shampoo donated by Sandra Otis-

Anderson 

20 Pairs Warm gloves donated by Wayne 

Hamilton 

20 Warm skull hats knitted by Lee Nahme and 

her friends 

20 Tee shirts sizes large & extra-large donated 

by Dorothy Alling      

A NEW OPPORTUNITY TO 
COMMUNICATE! 
By Nancy Hamilton, Editor 
 

Many people in our church family have 

expressed how they miss our Coffee Hour, or 

just chatting with others before or after 

church—something that is impossible with Car 

Church, and a need that is not addressed by the 

Landmark, which is our organizational 

newsletter. At our last meeting, the Council 

decided to try something new to help maintain 

our sense of family/community. 

 

We decided that what was needed was 

something similar to the Republican Journal’s 

community pages, where our little community 

could share their news. After discussion we 

decided to call the new publication “Church 

Chat.”  

 

I grew up far from here, but my grandparents’ 

little town had a small weekly paper. I 

remember giggling with my cousins when we 

read in one column, “Mrs. Jones had her 

children for supper.”  

 

Did you travel to see children or grandchildren 

this summer? Do you have a new grandchild? 

Did you get a new puppy or kitten? Did you 

grow an enormous zucchini? Do you have 

zucchini to share? Did your child or grandchild 

do something amazing? (And yes, did you have 

your children for supper?) You don’t need to 

write an entire article—just a sentence or two to 

tell people what is going on in your life.  

 

We realize that many members share this sort of 

information via Facebook, but many members 

aren’t on Facebook, and Church Chat will be 

mailed to those who don’t have email. 

 

To submit your news, email 

nancyhamilton@roadrunner.com with “CHAT” 

in the subject line, or call 338-6699.  

  

mailto:nancyhamilton@roadrunner.com
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
 

In the August 20 issue of the Republican 

Journal, the writer incorrectly stated that our 

church was part of the UCC (United Churches 

of Christ). The pastor suggested that the 

Landmark include the following letter, 

published in the following week’s edition, 

which was written to the editor to correct that 

error. 

I am writing to correct a statement in 

the otherwise excellent article about 

Pastor Tom Seymour in the August 20, 

2020 issue of the Republican Journal. 

The article incorrectly indicates that 

the First Congregational Church of 

Searsport is a member of the United 

Church of Christ.  

While the Brooks church is indeed a 

member of that denomination, our 

Searsport church is not, and never has 

been, part of the UCC. Instead, back in 

the 1950’s when some Congregational 

churches merged with the Evangelical 

and Reformed Church to form the 

UCC, our Searsport First 

Congregational Church was one of the 

churches whose deeply-held belief in 

the autonomy of the local church 

caused it to join the newly-formed 

National Association of Congregational 

Christian Churches (NACCC).  

The UCC and NACCC, despite some 

shared history dating back 400 years to 

the Pilgrims, are two very different 

organizations, with different polities 

and focuses. Those wishing more 

information may wish to refer to the 

NACCC website at naccc.org or our 

church’s website or Facebook page. 

Our congregation has welcomed Tom 

Seymour into our pulpit in the past, and 

we and our pastor, Rev. Debra Arnold, 

wish both Tom and the Frankfort 

Congregational Church a successful 

shared ministry in that community. 

Nancy Hamilton, Clerk, The First 

Congregational Church of Searsport 

 
A Pastor’s Passing Thoughts 

Continued from page 1 

 

I lament that I have not visited many of 

you in your homes this past year. I do not 

believe such practice is safe at this time. I 

sympathize with your longing to return to our 

sanctuary to be together in one place. I do not 

believe such practice is safe at this time. I 

understand we have by-laws that require us to 

conduct an annual meeting within the last two 

weeks of October. I do not believe such practice 

is safe at this time. 

 

Just today, the Council met to strategize 

ways to adhere to our by-laws in the face of our 

crisis. I urge you to see the submission from our 

clerk explaining how we plan to proceed this 

year. After thinking long and hard about my 

role as an example and a shepherd this 

afternoon, I have decided that, if more than 

twelve members desire and decide to physically 

attend the Annual Meeting (rather than vote by 

proxy), I will submit a written prayer and 

benediction to be read and I will not physically 

attend. This virus is insidious and evil. I do not 

want anyone unnecessarily or unwittingly 

exposed. Just doing the best I can with what I 

feel and with what I know (not much), but with 

all the love and concern in my heart for each 

and every one of you. We need you to do your 

part. God bless you. Please stay safe. 

 

With Christ’s Love, 
Deb 
 

http://naccc.org/
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ANGELS IN ACTION 
 

Thank you to the “angels” from our 

congregation who provided backpacks of school 

supplies to 11 children from 6 families. These 

children of an incarcerated parent now know 

that their parent is thinking of them, and that 

there are also people at FCCS who are willing 

to help them. 

 

MISSION COMMITTEE UPDATE  
By Nancy Hamilton, Chair 
 

A Mission Committee meeting was held 

September 10. The group discussed “What is 

Mission” focusing on two questions: 

• What can we do to liberate our neighbors 

from “economic necessity”? 

• What can we do to address our 

neighbors’ “God-forsakenness”? 

 

We decided that while there are great needs all 

over the world, our focus for the foreseeable 

future would be our local area. We agreed that 

our first project should be to raise funds to help 

provide basic necessities for RSU 20 students 

who lack them.  

 

To raise these funds, we decided to hold a take-

out ham and baked-bean supper on October 17. 

The flyer for the supper is reproduced in this 

newsletter. Please support this effort! And, if 

you would like to be involved in the Mission 

Committee, please contact Nancy Hamilton so 

you’ll receive notice of our next meeting. 

KNOW SOMEONE IN NEED? 
 

This is a very hard time for many people. If you 

know of a neighbor in need (or need help 

yourself), please contact the church. For 

homemade meals, call Jayne Snowdale or 

Sandra Otis-Anderson. For other needs, 

including prayer requests, call the pastor or 

Mary Alden, Chair of Deacons. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Pastor: Rev. Debra Arnold 

Email: revdebarnold@gmail.com   

Office: (207) 548-0327; Home: (207) 505-1942 

Church Office Assistant: Bill Zito 

Email: fccsearsport@gmail.com 
 

As with everything since COVID, office hours 

are limited/varied; call or email for an 

appointment. 

 
 

 
 

God commands 
you to pray,  

but forbids you  
to worry. 

 
St. John Vianney  

mailto:revdebarnold@gmail.com
mailto:fccsearsport@gmail.com
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FirstCongregationalChurchofSearsport

P.O.Box261

Searsport,ME04974

Psalm 91 

1 Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest 
in the shadow of the Almighty.[a] 
2 I will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress, 
my God, in whom I trust.” 

3 Surely he will save you from the fowler’s snare and from 
the deadly pestilence.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+91&version=NIV#fen-NIV-15397a

