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A Pastor’s Passing Thoughts 
 

It is hard to believe that five months have passed since I savored the post-worship hugs at the 

door to our sanctuary. Suddenly, everything normal is not. Too often I pass right by someone 

from our church family because I didn’t recognize them in their mask. I have all but ceased 

home visits for fear of passing on the virus I may well be carrying without knowing. Every time 

I am approached about advocating for opening up the sanctuary, I pass; not so much out of fear 

for myself but out of protection for all. Opening up in-sanctuary worship sends the message that 

it is safe to gather. It is not. Doctors are now discovering that aerosolized particles of the virus 

can travel as far as 26 feet! Masks are helpful but not 100% protective. Our forced hot air 

heating system will just blow any and all germs all over the place! 

 

For now, our drive-in worship services allow us a chance to gather somewhat safely and extend 

a passing greeting. Our home church service allows others a free pass to stay home and 

worship. Thanks to internet communication we are able to pass along the joys and concerns of 

each other. Thanks to the dedicated KINDNESS PROGRAMS crew, we are able to pass along 

food and home cooked meals to those in isolation. Although I am sad at times over the loss of 

the way we had “been church”, I realize, passing through the vacant sanctuary and Sunday 

school room and the deserted Curtis Hall, that it feels like a ghost town because it is! Our 

church is not the building. Our church is the people. Our church is very much alive and well 

while our building awaits enough time for the church to return. 

 

How much time must pass before that happens? Only God knows. In God’s time, we will return 

to the homeland but for now, know that God journeys with us over the hills, down the valleys, 

and through the passes – always. 

 

In Christ’s Love, 

Deb 
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AUGUST-SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

5-Aug  Anne Spencer 

8-Aug  Dorothy Alling 

11-Aug  Sheri Judkins 

25-Aug  Paul Hamilton 

26-Aug  Cathy Buley 

10-Sep  Ashlee Butler 

16-Sep  Elijah Patterson 

18-Sep  Doris Fahlberg 

20-Sep  Wayne Hamilton 

24-Sep  Bill Zito 

27-Sep  Charlene Knox-Farris 

28-Sep  Jessica Hall 

30-Sep  Ryan Middleswart 

 
Dear Church Family,  

 

 Wow, it has been a long time since life 

has been NORMAL. Who knows when things 

can get back to a familiar schedule?  I, for one, 

am so appreciative of our church and “Pasta” 

Deb. The efforts all have made to make a 

church service first on paper and second for our 

car services with Carolyn are very inspiring.   

 

 The Deacons have been meeting and 

trying to figure out what to do when we can 

safely meet at church. (Still no definite idea!) 

We are also interested in helping any of you if 

you need it. Please let any Deacon know if you 

or someone you know might need help in any 

way and we will work on a solution. 

 

 One good thing about this isolation is 

there has been plenty of time for reflection, and 

conversation with God. As always,  

          God is good. 
   Love from The Deacons 

Mary, Dorothy, Priscilla, Mike, Paul, Judy  

REMINDERS FROM BILL ZITO 
 

1. The July/August Upper Room (Bible 

Message Booklet) is available and can be 

mailed to you if not already have one - also can 

call 207-323-0230 

2. Home Church weekly service is emailed 

to you each week with attachments, also the 

weekly recorded sermon and Children's 

message. 

3. The drive-in weekly service bulletin is 

emailed out each week and if coming, you 

should be here at 10:00 am in the Knox Bros. 

parking lot (vestry).  Turn your radio to 103.5 

FM 

4. This information is posted on 

www.searsportfcc.org and Facebook. (Sign into 

your account and search for Searsport First 

Congregational Church) 

. 

Any questions - please let us know. 

 

MUSIC NOTES 
By Carolyn Maunz, Music Minister 
 

Our church music has changed a whole lot since 

March, when we closed our sanctuary due to 

Covid-19. No more practices or performances 

for our choir, bell choir or children; I certainly 

miss them. 

 

Also, we cancelled our summer/fall concert 

series and hope to revisit that when it is safer to 

do so.  

 
Deb and I have worked together to try and tie 

the music with the message each week, and Don 

and I have recorded selections to be emailed out 

with each service.  

Continued on next page 
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What we have learned from the experts in 

health and science, is that singing causes the 

virus laden droplets to spread exponentially 

farther because of the effort used in pushing out 

the sound. National Associations of music 

teachers and other entities agree.  So, we have 

carefully evaluated and decided not to have 

singers as a part of our worship for the 

foreseeable future, for the safety of all involved. 

Now that we have added car church, people can 

safely sing in their cars if they choose to. 

 

Our music going forward will include some 

instrumentalists to add life and variety to 

worship. I am grateful to Nicole Middleswart 

for flute selections for August. I am sure you 

have enjoyed them! 

 
FREE MASKS!! 
By Karen Kelley, Moderator 
 

I'm so happy to be able to get this message to 

you as I've spent my Covid19 time making 

around 400 face masks so far and still sewing.   

 

I've given about 350 away and still have three 

boxes full of men's, women's, and children's 

sizes.  They are three layers, washable and have 

a small wire sewn in so that they fit snugly 

around the nose.  I still see folks wearing some 

of the first ones I made back in April.  I've sent 

them all over the country to family, church 

family, friends and their friends.  

 

 If you would like some or if you know of 

anyone who could use some please call me at 

548-2947.  If I don't answer please leave your 

name and telephone number clearly and I'll 

return the call and we'll make arrangements for 

you to get them.  I also want to say "thank you" 

to the people who gave me pieces of fabric and 

elastic.  Please stay well and wear a mask!    

TRUSTEES UPDATE 
By Jim Rose, Chair 
 

Hello to everyone !  It is good to be writing to 

you from the pages of our wonderful newsletter. 

A round of applause to our Editor, Nancy 

Hamilton for making this happen.  Any kind of 

communication is important during this time of 

social distancing and for some, solitude. 

It is somewhat easy to dwell on the negative but 

we MUST look at how blessed we are to live 

here in Waldo County and look at the positive 

side of our lives. We can connect thru the old-

fashioned telephone or cell. Some do social 

media and many have families and friends we 

feel safe being around.  

 

CHURCH.  We are blessed that our Pastor is 

willing to do much to give us a weekly sermon. 

If you have a computer, laptop or cell phone 

you can both read or hear the sermon and hear 

the music by Music Minister Carolyn Maunz. 

And NOW we also have drive-in Car Church 

complete with an outdoor pulpit...thank you 

Dick Burns. I had fun helping Dick in minor 

ways to build it AND even drove 22 nails in the 

floor of it. (Smiles).  Anyway, if you haven't 

been or think you might not like it TRY it 

before jumping to conclusions. Pastor likes to 

start on time so be there by 9:50 to get help with 

parking. To many of us, while we can't yet be in 

the sanctuary, this is the next best thing.  At 

least, while staying in your car, you can look 

around and wave at others and there is a real 

sense of comradery. 

 

In the coming weeks we are working on a 

fourth way to have church and that is having 

Deb and Carolyn recorded for private and 

public television. So, you can SEE and HEAR! 

We realize that not everyone has a Computer or 

cell phone so this will be another creative way 

to have Sunday worship. 

 

Continued on next page 
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We are keeping in touch with the CDC both 

state and federal plus seeing what other 

churches are doing and continually evaluating 

the circumstances of the pandemic to see how 

and when we will be back in our church. Keep 

the faith. It WILL happen. 

 

Now to more standard Trustee Business:  Your 

Trustees continue to meet monthly in a safe 

environment wearing masks and social 

distancing. Some items of interest are:  

1. The Memorial Garden has been spruced up 

by painting the deck and refinishing the teak 

bench and power washing the siding. The 

garden has been trimmed and weeded as well. 

We sometimes forget about this lovely spot on 

our church grounds. There is almost never 

anyone there and it is a lovely spot to go to. 

You can sit and meditate while looking around 

at the magnificent plantings. Feel free to enter 

in the open air at the back of the church. 

 

2. Who wants to hear about a new furnace in 

these dog days of summer. Well, we just want 

to keep you informed that we have a new 

furnace going in on the left side of the sanctuary 

to replace an old and broken one. As I say, 

"keep the faith" as we will need the heat once 

we can have worship services there again. 

 

3. FUNDRAISER:   LOBSTER FISH 

CHOWDER TAKE OUT SUPPER, Friday 

August 21st at 4PM.   

 

We are doing 100 take out suppers so while that 

sounds like a lot, we sold out at the last one in 

45 minutes which was regular fish chowder and 

people were still waiting in line. (socially 

distanced) serving 86 take outs.  So, if you want 

to be sure to get yours MAKE A 

RESERVATION by calling Phyllis Gaul at 

548-0232 or Jim Rose at 548-0020.  Leave a 

message if we are not available of how many 

you want and what time you'd like to pick it up, 

but not later than 5:15. The supper includes the 

Lobster fish chowder, coleslaw, oyster crackers 

and upside-down blueberry cake for $15.00.   

This is a fundraiser to pay back a loan on the 

new addition, the Hamilton Wing. 

 

MISSION COMMITTEE UPDATE 
By Jayne Snowdale 
 

Where to begin…   

 

The statistics tell the story:  At the height of the 

pandemic, we sent home food bags for over 150 

children every week and we cooked 300 meals a 

week for our elderly and shut in community. 

We learned a lot about people and human 

nature, we learned that the stories you hear 

about on the news are real, not just ‘out there’ 

but right here in our little community.    In any 

crisis, no matter the size, there just isn’t time to 

make real plans, you just jump in and hope your 

instincts are correct, and I think we did a pretty 

good job!!!   

 

We got creative with our fundraising, holding a 

Facebook Telethon!!!  We asked members of 

our community, especially those directly 

affected by the KINDNESS PROGRAMS to 

come in and talk about their experiences, we 

asked our local celebrities, Charlene Ferris, 

James Gilroy to talk about the town, School 

Principals and teachers from RSU 20 to talk 

about how this pandemic affects not just kids 

and the list goes on.  In the end, someone was 

watching because we raised over $5000!!  And 

even more important than the money – we 

raised community awareness about KINDNESS 

and about the need that is real, right here in our 

backyard. 

 

The KINDNESS PROGRAMS has filed for a 

501c3. Necessary forms and paperwork have 

been filed and approved, we have received our 

EIN# and now waiting for the Official Letter of 

 

Continued on next page 
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The KINDNESS PROGRAMS has filed for a 

501(c)3. Necessary forms and paperwork have 

been filed and approved, we have received our 

EIN# and now waiting for the Official Letter of 

Determination.  They estimate the wait to be 

about 3 months due to the backlog created by 

the pandemic.  

 

I resigned my position as Chair for the Missions 

Committee at our August meeting so that I can 

focus more time with the KINDNESS 

PROGRAM as President. Nancy Hamilton will 

serve as the new Chairwoman of Missions.  I 

know it seems confusing, but think of it like 

this:  The Missions Committee gave birth to the 

KINDNESS PROGRAMS, guiding us, 

supporting us and now that we are grown, it is 

time for us to go college, to find our own way, 

but always knowing we are welcome back 

home.  The majority of members for 

KINDNESS will remain members of Missions.   

 

One of the biggest factors in our leaving home 

was financial – as a member of a religious 

organization we do not qualify for many grants, 

but as a nonprofit organization, there are many, 

many grants we will qualify for.  The Missions 

Committee and KINDNESS will continue to 

work together to ensure that our children are fed 

and that our elderly and shut ins are not alone.   

 

The past few months have been a whirlwind, 

too busy to take the time to think, pushing 

forward to get the job done, so as I sat down to 

write some sort of update, I realized I couldn’t.  

I couldn’t recall any real order of events, it was 

as though one thing led to another and then 

another.  It was fast and furious, and I loved 

every minute of it!!! 

 

“I didn't come this far to only come this far.” 

                                                 --Jesse Itzler 

 

MISSION COMMITTEE UPDATE II 
By Nancy Hamilton 
 

As Jayne explained in the previous article, the 

Kindness Programs have “grown up” and will 

be off on their own as a 501(c)3 organization. 

As a result, Jayne resigned as chair of Missions, 

and I was elected to fill that spot.   

 

Missions is now faced with the “empty nest 

syndrome” that parents face when children 

grow up and leave home: what to do, when 

most of the effort has been in nurturing 

something that’s no longer there? We began a 

discussion about “what next” at our August 

Missions meeting, and I’ll be sending out an 

email to everyone listed as a member of the 

committee asking them to think about and pray 

about where we can be the most effective in this 

place and in this time, so we can have a good 

discussion/brainstorming session when we meet 

again on September 10 at 1:00 PM, 

appropriately masked and distanced.  

 

If you are not currently a member of the 

Missions Committee, but would like to be, you 

are welcome, too! Just contact me.  

NOMINATING COMMITTEE TO MEET 
 

It’s that time of year again! The Nominating 

Committee (Jim Rose, Mary Alden, Dorothy 

Alling, Nancy Hamilton, and Joyce Harvey) 

will be meeting soon to develop a slate of 

nominees for officers and board and committee 

members. Please pray that we will, as in the 

past, find willing volunteers for the key work of 

the church. (No fair praying that your phone 

doesn’t ring!!)  
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KNOW SOMEONE IN NEED? 
 

This is a very hard time for many people. If you 

know of a neighbor in need (or need help 

yourself), please contact the church. For 

homemade meals, call Jayne Snowdale or 

Sandra Otis-Anderson. For other needs, 

including prayer requests, call the pastor or 

Mary Alden, Chair of Deacons. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Pastor: Rev. Debra Arnold 

Email: revdebarnold@gmail.com   

Office: (207) 548-0327; Home: (207) 505-1942 

Church Office Assistant: Bill Zito 

Email: fccsearsport@gmail.com 
 

As with everything since COVID, office hours 

are limited/varied; call or email for an 

appointment. 
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